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country, where she has long been embodied in an
establishment which is intimately blended with our
civil institutions, and is generally and justly believed
to have a common interest with them all—which is
liberally (though by no means too liberally) endowed;
and (not more favoured in wealth and dignity) has
been allowed " to exalt her mitred front in courts
and parliaments:1' an establishment, the offices in
which are extremely numerous; and these, not like
the priesthood of the Jews, filled up from a par-
ticular race, or like that of the Hindoos, held by
a separate caste in entailed succession ; but supplied
from every class, and branching, by its widely ex-
tended ramifications, into almost every individual
family in the community—an establishment, of which
the ministers are not, like the Roman Catholic clergy,
debarred from forming matrimonial tics, but arc
allowed to unite themselves, and multiply their hold-
ings to the general mass of the community by the
close bonds of family connexion; not like some of
the severer of the religious orders, immured in col-
leges and monasteries, but, both by law and custom,
permitted to mix without restraint in all the inter-
courses of society.
Such being the circumstances of tho pastors of
the church, let the community in general be sup-
posed to have been for some time in a rapidly im-
proving state of commercial prosperity; let it also
be supposed to have been making no unequal
progress in all those arts and sciences, and literary
productions, which have ever been the growth of
a jDolished age, and are the sure marks of a highly
finished condition of society. It is not difficult to
anticipate the effects likely to be produced on vital
religion, both in the clergy and the laity, by such
a state of. external prosperity as has been assigned
to them respectively. And these effects would in-

